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SUBJECT: AQUINT CASE: MARCOS DENIES PLEA POR TRANSPER TO CIVIL COURT 
REF: MANILA 10026 

1. ON JULY 3, PRESIDENT MARCOS SENT LETTER TO AQUINO RECITING 
LATTER'S REQUEST TO HAVE HIS CASE TRANSPERRED FROM MILITARY 
TRIBUNAL TO CIVIL COURTS. TEXT OF MARCOS' LETTER, AS PRODUCED 
IN LOCAL PRESS JULY 6, FOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT: MR. AQUINO: 

I HAVE JUST RECEIVED YOUR LETTER APPEAR OP JULY 1, 1977 SEEKING 
THE RECONSIDERATION OP THE DECISION ADVERSE TO YOUR PETITION 
POR THE TRANSFER OP YOUR CASES PROM THE MILITARY TRIBUNAL TO 
THE CIVIL COURTS. WHILE I UNDERSTAND THE EMOTIONS YOU 
EXPRESSED IN YOUR LETTER AND SYMPATHIZE WITH YOU IN YOUR 
PRESENT PREDICAMENT, NEITHER YOUR EMOTIONS NOR MY SYMPATHY 
CAN AND SHOULD ALTER THE MORAL AND LEGAL SITUATION. THEREPORE, 

THE APPEAL IS WITHOUT BASIS OR MERIT AND WITH MUCH REGRET I AM 
CONSTRAINED TO DENY IT. SINCERELY, (SGD.) 

PERDINAND E. MARCOS, PRESIDENT. END TEXT. 

2. PRESS ALSO PRINTED TEXT OP LETTER TO AQUINO FROM 
INFORMATION SECRETARY TATAD DENYING HE HAD BROKEN AGREE- 
MENT TO KEEP IN "UTMOST CONPIDENCE" JUNE 21 MARCOS- AQUINO 
MEETING. 
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3. JULY 6 HEARING BEPORE MILITARY COMMISSION NO. 2 QUICKLY 
BECAME BOGGED DOWN IN LEGAL ARGUMENT. COMMISSION SEEMED 
LESS SOLICITOUS TOWARD DEPENSE THAN AT LAST TWO SESSIONS. 
AQUINO PIRST SOUGHT TO READ ALOUD RECENT EXCHANGE OP LETTERS 
WITH DEPENSE SECRETARY F.NRTI.E WHICH HAVE NOT YET APPEARED 
IN PRESS. COMMISSION DENIED REQUEST. AQUINO'S MILITARY 
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COUNSEL (COL. SANTOS) THEN SAID HE HAD DRAWN UP AND WISHED TO 
PRESENT MOTIONS EOR RECONSIDERATION OF RULINGS ON PAST TESTIMONY 
AND EXHIBITS AND FOR VERDICT OF NOT GUILTY ON CHARGES OF 
MURDER AND FIREARMS POSSESSION. COL. SANTOS ADDED HE WAS IN 
PROCESS OF PREPARING MOTION FOR VERDICT OF NOT GUILTY ON 
SUBVERSION CHARGE AS WELL AND REQUESTED 15-DAY ADJOURNMENT 
TO FINISH PREPARATION. COMMISSION ACCUSED DEFENSE OF 
DELAYING TACTICS AND WOULD NOT ALLOW MOTIONS. INSTEAD, 
COMMISSION DIRECTED FIVE-DAY ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JULY 1 1 FOR 
DEFENSE TO FINISH PREPARING MOTIONS. FOLLOWED BY TWO-DAY 
ADJOURNMENT FOR PROSECUTION TO PREPARE WRITTEN REPLY, WITH 
COMMISSION'S VERDICT ON MOTIONS TO BE ANNOUNCED JULY 19. 
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